Biography Report Instructions
INH500
U.S. History Biography Assignment
Summer 2018
8 pages (2000 words)
Due: 3pm August 3, 2018
25% 
 
Biography is a fascinating and intimate way to investigate and understand historic figures. While biography focuses closely on a particular person, it also reveals a great deal about the era in which they lived. Your task is to choose an American personality (1865-2007), research their history and write a biography about them. What you create should demonstrate the connections between your subject’s lived experiences and what America was like at that time.
Research Topic: Choose an American personality and through their biography, show how their life is representative (or not) of their times.
Before you do that, you will need to know quite a bit about your subject and when they lived. Thus, you will have to do some basic research into their life and times. Poke around – use our textbook and Google to make a list of potential subjects. Try to choose a biographical subject that you are interested in and about whom you can find enough to write a 7-8 page essay.
What can you find out about the different parts of their lives? Think about how you will structure your essay. There are different ways to frame your biography. One formation could be: 
a. Birth and growing up
b. Their adult life 
c. Their death and its significance 
Another formation could involve a close look at a particularly important era of a subject’s life, and focusing on how that era demonstrates how their life was representative (or not) of their time. 
For example, a biography on the 16th president, Abraham Lincoln could be divided easily into the first formation; however, it could also focus closely on his years as president as he fought the US Civil War and freed millions of Americans from slavery. 
Regardless of the formation used, each essay requires an argument. Draft a thesis statement succinctly stating what you will argue about your subject. Consider: Was she representative of her times? Why was he a critical figure in his era of American history? What makes your topic worthy of a biography?
Your biography will contain both primary and secondary sources, and you must have at least 2 primary sources and at least 5 secondary academic sources. 
1. Primary sources: At least 2 of: A newspaper article, diary, a report, a photograph, birth/death certificates, letters, emails, day-planners, etc. You should use more than 2 sources if using small or brief sources (like photos and birth/death certificates.) 
2. Secondary Sources:
2. You must have 1 biographic monograph (book, significant article), approved by me in advance.
2. At least 4 additional academic sources. 
2. These could be academic journal articles about your particular subject or the era or Government / archival or statistics websites. 
2. IMPORTANT: Avoid personal blogs / non-academic websites. These sites will score very poorly or not at all when calculating your grade. 
2. Visit: Britannica Online, Library of Congress, Project Gutenberg, to help you get started. (Britannica is a starting point, and not a source to be used in your paper.) Wikipedia’s bibliography can be a good way to track down academic sources, but remember, Wiki itself is not an acceptable source.
2. Make sure to record all of your sources using proper MLA citations. The Seneca Library MLA guide can be found here. This is a critical part of your work. Include both in-text citations as well as a separate Works Cited page. If you have any questions about citations see me or look to the Seneca Library MLA guide, link above.
. Academic Honesty
3. NOTE: copying and pasting from a website without correct quoting, phrasing, and attribution will be considered plagiarism and will result in the assignment being forwarded to the Academic Honesty Committee
3. To submit your assignment, you must have passed the Research Tutorial and Academic Honesty Quiz  located under Research Tutorial and Research Tutorial Quiz with at least a 16/20
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